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HEADLINE MD trafficked drugs by prescription, court told

BYLINE Harold Levy, Toronto Star

A Toronto doctor charged with trafficking in painkillers may not fit the 

"normal" profile of a drug trafficker but is guilty of the crime, a 

prosecutor told a jury yesterday.

Prosecutor Moiz Rahman was presenting his opening address to the jury at 

the trial of Dr. Ravi Devgan on charges of trafficking in oxycodone.

"Normally, when you think of drug traffickers you imagine people with 

expensive suits, briefcases filled with money and bags full of white 

powder," Rahman told the jury. "This is a doctor and the tools of his 

trade were a pen, a white lab coat and pre-printed pieces of paper."

Rahman alleges that Devgan, 54, wrote "dozens and dozens" of 

prescriptions for people who were not his patients, which were then 

filled and delivered to an associate named Sandy Hutchens, a Thornhill 

paralegal who represented tenants.

Rahman described an alleged "scheme" in which Devgan, who pleaded not 

guilty to charges of trafficking in a controlled substance and 

possession of a controlled substance for the purpose of trafficking, 

filled out the prescriptions. A "runner named Christopher Bird used them 

to obtain the drugs at various drug stores, and Hutchens co-ordinated 

the operation out of a back room of his office," Rahman said.

Bird testified yesterday that after being recruited in the summer of 

2001, he processed up to 10 prescriptions a day from various pharmacies 

for payment of $10 per 100-tablet bottle. Bird said he would pick up an 

envelope containing the prescription forms from Devgan's office and take 

them to Hutchens, who gave him instructions. He stressed that he never 

picked up an envelope directly from Devgan and that there was no 

discussion of prescriptions the one time that he met Devgan.

Bird also testified that from time to time he dropped off envelopes 

containing money at Devgan's office, although he had only seen actual 

cash being put into the envelope once.

Under cross-examination Bird acknowledged he didn't mention delivering 

envelopes with money in a statement to police.
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*HEADLINE* MD didn't run drug ring, court told

*BYLINE* Harold Levy, Toronto Star

Dr. Ravi Devgan was the innocent victim of a drug trafficking ring 

operating from his office without his knowledge, a Toronto jury was told 

yesterday.

Defence lawyer David Porter was making his closing submissions on behalf 

of Devgan. The doctor is charged with trafficking in oxycodone, a 

potent painkiller sold under the trade names Percocet and Percodan, by 

filling in hundreds of prescription forms for fictitious patients 

between Aug. 8 and Sept. 25, 2001.

Federal prosecutors alleged Devgan was assisted by a runner named 

Christopher Bird, who used the prescriptions to obtain the drugs at 

various drug stores, and Sandy Hutchens, a Thornhill paralegal who 

co-ordinated the operation out of a back room in his office.

But Porter charged yesterday that the mastermind of the operation, which 

the crown alleges involved distribution of up to 10,000 pills per week, 

was Yasman Van Maurik, the prosecution's key witness, who had worked as 

Devgan’s secretary for seven years.

"She, not Dr. Devgan, was the person who was preparing and providing 

the prescriptions to Sandy Hutchens," Porter told the jury.

Porter said Van Maurik, who he described as "a former heroin addict," 

was motivated by money.

Van Maurik needed to pay back $45,000 she had obtained through a welfare 

fraud she perpetrated in 1996, Porter said, and had pressing bills and 

mortgage payments. He said as Devgan’s secretary for seven years, Van 

Maurik had ample opportunity to learn to forge his signature.

"You simply can't believe her when she says Dr. Devgan was writing all 

these prescription forms," he said.

"She already had a criminal record and she had every reason to lie. She 

had a motive to lie to save herself and pin responsibility on Dr. Devgan."

Porter stressed the evidence of Amy Gould, a co-worker at Hutchens' 

office, who testified for the defence she had seen Van Maurik sign 

several prescriptions, that Van Maurik had asked her to remove damaging 

evidence from the office, and that Van Maurik had confessed her 

involvement in the scheme to her.

Porter also argued that, other than the evidence of a pharmacist who 

said she recognized Devgan’s signature, the crown had offered no 

expert proof that Devgan had, in fact, signed the prescription forms.

Devgan did not take the stand to testify in his own defence.

Prosecutor Moiz Rahman asked the jury to question why Devgan wrote so 

many prescriptions that he knew were not for patients and asked, "Or is 

he shutting his eyes to the fact that these pills are going to Sandy 

Hutchens for another purpose?"

Rahman also questioned why Devgan would have a business relationship 

"with this drug addicted paralegal," and suggested there was something 

else going on here "This trafficking scheme between them."

He said the defence theory that Van Maurik was a "mastermind" who 

continued to forge prescriptions with Devgan’s name after she left 

Devgan’s office to work for Hutchens, was fatally flawed because she 

would lose all control of the operation - including the ability to 

answer telephone calls from pharmacists seeking verification of 

prescriptions - when she left Devgan’s office.

Superior Court Justice Arthur Gans is expected to charge the jury this 

afternoon.
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*HEADLINE* Doctor found not guilty of drug trafficking

*BYLINE* Harold Levy STAFF REPORTER, Toronto Star

Dr. Ravi Devgan has been acquitted of trafficking in the potent 

painkiller oxycodone.

A Toronto jury returned the verdict at 8 30 p.m. yesterday after 

deliberating for only 31/2 hours.

Devgan sat rigidly behind his lawyers, as he has throughout the 

five-week trial, while the jury foreperson read out the not-guilty 

verdicts on charges of trafficking in a controlled substance and 

possession of a controlled substance for the purpose of trafficking.

He was elated by the verdict.

"Great," Devgan told reporters as he hurried out of the courtroom. 

"The facts speak for themselves."

Prosecutor Moiz Rahman told reporters that "the jury made its decision 

and I respect that."

He added that other charges related to trafficking in oxycodone are 

still before the court, "and they will be prosecuted."

When the jurors left the courtroom yesterday to begin deliberations, 

they were unaware of other charges brought against Devgan just before 

the start of trial.

They didn't know that on March 11, 21/2 weeks before the trial was to 

begin, Devgan was charged with trafficking in $400,000 worth of the 

drug. He was released from custody days before the hearing got under way.

At the time of the arrest, police said the new charges related to about 

20,000 pills with a street value of $20 each and were based on 

prescriptions for the drug. Oxycodone is known under the trade names 

Percocet and Percodan, and has been referred to as "Hillbilly Heroin."

In addition to being charged with seven counts of trafficking in a 

controlled substance following his latest arrest, Devgan was charged 

with one count of forgery and one count of uttering a forged document.

The jurors were also unaware that last June 30, a discipline panel of 

the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario revoked Devgan’s 

licence to practise medicine after finding that he "preyed" on cancer 

patients and overcharged them for treatments.

The panel found that from 1997 to 2000, Devgan misled terminally ill 

cancer patients into believing that his unorthodox therapies would cure 

them. He charged as much as $30,000 each in the process.

The jury also wasn't told that in 1996, Devgan was sentenced to 90 

days in jail for defrauding a patient and making a false statement.

Such evidence is usually excluded because it has no probative value and 

can be extremely prejudicial to an accused. Devgan did not testify on 

his own behalf at his current trial.

Prosecutors alleged that Devgan had run a drug ring out of his office 

by writing hundreds of prescriptions for up to 10,000 pills per week, 

and was assisted by two other men - Christopher Bird and Sandy Hutchens.

Both men have pleaded guilty in connection with the case.

